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of Panamanian independence the membership of these
two neighbors in a system of hemispheric solidarity was
an utter anomaly. Indeed the entire picture of international
cooperation in the Western Hemisphere was affected by
this circumstance, for as Robert N. Burr puts it:
Colombia's taste for the Pan American movement was soured
by the Panama affair . . . [and] . . . From the time of the settle-
ment of the question Colombia displayed a renewed interest
in the Pan American System.34
As far back as 1906, rumors had swept Colombia that
the United States was planning to split that republic
further asunder by merging Panama, Antioquia, and
Cauca into a new interoceanic state.35 The Colombian
sense of outrage over the Yanqui part in the Panama
Revolution caused Bogota to be suspicious of anything
and everything connected with either Panama or the
United States. As early as 1907 the government of Panama
had sought to approach Colombia to work out a settlement
of their common boundary.36 In the detached atmosphere
of Washington, Senors Arosemena and Cortes, Ministers
of Panama and Colombia respectively in that Capital, did
actually reach a rapprochement on January 9,1909, signing
a pact which would have submitted the boundary issues
to an arbitration tribunal.37 The treaty met -with such a
violent opposition in Bogota that President Rafael Reyes
was forced to resign, in the ensuing uproar and the whole
matter was simply pigeonholed.38
The settlement of affairs between Panama and Colombia
depended fundamentally upon the success of negotiations
between Colombia and the United States to settle the
injury caused to the former by the Yanqui part in the
Revolution of 1903 in Panama. Because of all this, Panama
was a vitally interested spectator as the Thomson-Urrutia